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There was something almost pathetic in Sir Samuel
Hoare's efforts, which it is hard to believe were entirely
insincere, to persuade Signor Mussolini to talk a little
less wildly during the summer months, when the Duce
was working up a war atmosphere, chiefly by attacking
England and playing on the familiar theme of our old
imperial egotism. 6 We will imitate to the letter those
who are lecturing us. They have shown that when it
was a question of creating an empire, or of defending
it, they never took any account at all of the opinion of
the world.* Italian propagandists continually harped
on the Boer War, when we certainly flouted world
opinion, and on the Amritsar massacre, when we
disregarded it.

Public opinion, however, was to prove the factor
which ruined the plans of the French and British Govern-
ments, and made it difficult for them to allow Italy a
free hand in Abyssinia. The lesser Powers, especially
the smaller Western European democracies, did not
easily accept the * black and white * ideas of Sir John
Simon. They could see the ultimate danger to them-
selves, once it was allowed that collective security was
not to be taken seriously in connection with the lesser
non-European Powers. They began to express their
alarm in the League of Nations. Equally important
was a movement in England. The British public, even
those of the comfortable classes who were then very
much in control, had not been given enough time to
accustom themselves to the new real-politik of the
British Government. There was a definite time-lag for
which Mr. Baldwin had not allowed, and it had been
accentuated by the activities of a number of semi-
political bodies in what might be called the * peace
campaign.'